
We are Virginia Tech.  We are sad today, and We Will be sad for quite a While.  

We are not moving on.  We are embracing our mourning.  

We are Virginia Tech.

We are strong enough to stand tall tearlessly.  We are brave enough to bend to cry, 

and sad enough to knoW We must laugh again.  

We are Virginia Tech.

We do not understand this tragedy.  We knoW We did nothing to deserve it.  but 

neither does the child in africa dying of aids.  neither do the invisible children 

Walking the night aWay to avoid being captured by a rouge army.  neither does the baby 

elephant Watching its community be devastated for ivory.  neither does the mexican 

child looking for fresh Water.  neither does the appalachian infant killed in the middle 

of the night in his crib in the home his father built With his oWn hands, being run over 

by a boulder because the land Was destabilized.  no one deserves a tragedy.  

We are Virginia Tech.  

the hokie nation embraces our oWn and reaches out With open heart and hands to 

those Who offer their hearts and minds.  We are strong and brave and innocent and 

unafraid.  We are better than We think and not quite What We Want to be.  We are 

alive to the imagination and the possibility.  We Will continue to invent the future 

through our blood and tears, through all this sadness.  We are the hokies!  

We Will prevail!  We Will prevail!  We Will prevail!  

We are Virginia Tech.

- Nikki Giovanni
virginia tech, university distinguished professor, poet, activist
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